
Herefordshire for Europe AGM, Thursday 2 July 2020, 6pm 

 

Agenda item 2: Report on the work of Herefordshire for Europe 

 

1. Herefordshire for Europe (H4EU) was set up by Polly Ernest and Paula McGivern, known as PJ, meeting 

at The Courtyard in Hereford.  Pat Gordon, Sue Penn's predecessor as Treasurer, was also closely 

involved, working with Polly on campaigns, street stalls and organising coach trips to London and 

Manchester.  Other early members included David Tuffield, who provided helpful advice on campaigning; 

Libby Hudson, Pete Redding and Emilia Koziol-Wiesniewski, all of whom Polly describes as having a desire 

to protest; and Tom Misselbrook and several others who joined H4EU after the Stronger In campaign called 

a meeting in Birmingham to establish the campaign in the West Midlands.  H4EU from the outset was very 

much an activist and protest group, agile and ready to respond to events at short notice. 

 

2. Polly adds that for a long time we were The Monday Night Dance Club: Sue Penn remembers that.  Our 

first action was a protest outside the Town Hall when Article 50 was triggered.  Our next action was to flag 

Elgar.  Then the bridge, which was PJ's idea, to coincide with David Davis going for talks.  We became 

activists because a European Movement speaker at our inaugural meeting on 26 January 2017 said we 

had lost and Brexit would happen.  Polly continued to be heavily involved in demonstrations at Westminster, 

including with Steve Bray and SODEM.  I only discovered H4EU in January 2019 when Michael Lewent, 

then West Mercia European Movement branch chairman, circulated a notice which mentioned an H4EU 

meeting at De Koffie Pot (DKP) in Hereford on 23 January.  By coincidence Guy and Tessa Wilkinson also 

attended that meeting for the first time.  Also Harriet Pahl and Tom Misselbrook from Ledbury for Europe, 

with Michael Lewent, who had encouraged Harriet to set up the group.  

 

3. This is a first report on our work because it's our first  AGM.  I want to pay tribute to all the hard work 

done by Polly and others over the years.  Polly was often demonstrating in London.  There was a flexible 

arrangement about meetings in Hereford, which happened weekly or fortnightly, as the need arose: 

sometimes at Polly's lovely house on Greyfriars Avenue, sometimes at DKP.  Sue Penn, as Treasurer, 

negotiated with coach companies to get coaches for the London marches and then to fill them.  H4EU 

organised many events in Hereford: market stalls in Hereford High Town on Saturday mornings to promote 

the anti-Brexit cause, take the temperature with Brexitometers and encourage people to join the European 

Movement (EM); and banner waving demonstrations on Greyfriars Bridge.  You can see some of us here 

on the H4EU Facebook group page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/Herefordshire4EU/.  From left to 

right: me, Ian Parker, Sue, Harriet Pahl and Emilia.  If you can't see it, join up – hint hint. 

 

4. H4EU is an umbrella group covering the whole county of Herefordshire including both political 

constituencies: North Herefordshire and Hereford and South Herefordshire.  We include members of 

Ledbury for Europe https://www.facebook.com/groups/325784564920350/, Ross-on-Wye for EU 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/553295765498890/ and people in Kington and Hay on Wye, even 

though it's just over the border into Wales.  Although Malvern is closer, Ledbury for Europe decided to 

come under the H4EU umbrella because Ledbury is in Herefordshire. 

 

5. H4EU members and supporters joined the London marches on 23 June and 20 October 2018 and 23 

March and 19 October 2019.  A talk by Molly Scott Cato, then Green MEP for the South West, overflowed 

the room at the Left Bank in Hereford.  We campaigned hard in European Parliament and national elections 

in our own and neighbouring constituencies, and the Brecon and Radnorshire by-election in August 2019.  

Other events in 2019 included: supporting and promoting Hereford Cathedral's invitation to Andrew Adonis 

to speak about Healing the Nation, neutral code for how do we stop Brexit, on 1 February; an event in my 
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garden at Langstone Court on 18 August when Ellie Chowns and Phil Bennion, our two West Midlands 

MEPs in favour of Remain, came to speak to H4EU supporters and Emilia served delicious pierogi; a stand 

at the Kington Show on 14 September, where we had a long conversation with Bill Wiggin, MP for North 

Herefordshire; chairing a discussion with Jane Dodds, again Parliamentary Candidate for Brecon and 

Radnorshire, in Hay on Wye on 15 November.  We took part at very short notice in snap protests outside 

Jesse Norman's office in Hereford on 29 August and Bill Wiggin's office in Leominster on 2 September 

about the early prorogation of Parliament.  Ellie Chowns, who has always been a strong H4EU supporter, 

also came to speak to our gathering on the Left Bank on 31 January 2020, Celebrating Europe and the EU.  

In the last month, following H4EU agreement on 21 May to support the EM's Pause the Transition Period 

Campaign, I have worked with EM colleagues in Shropshire and Staffordshire to put together a farmers' 

letter to the Prime Minister arguing for an extension of the Brexit transition period to try to avoid a no-deal 

or bad deal Brexit.  We are also working with Cotswolds4Europe on their initiative to launch a new regional 

online newsletter. 

 

6. Polly agreed in January 2019 to Guy's proposal to explore affiliating H4EU with the European Movement.  

Guy had been Chair of Salisbury for Europe before moving to Herefordshire some six months earlier.  The 

draft constitution follows an EM model but has some particularities for H4EU.  Guy was later persuaded to 

chair H4EU meetings: and Tony Hull, another longstanding member, or I did that if Guy couldn't be there.  I 

took on the chair when Guy resigned at the end of the year. 

 

7. At the end of 2019, at a low point after the December election, Polly, Sue, Emilia and others who had 

worked to raise H4EU funds over the years wanted to make a gesture of support for people who would be 

disadvantaged by Brexit.  After some heated online discussion we agreed, with due process and a majority 

of core supporters in favour, to give £250 each, which I topped up to £300, to Crisis (the Oxford Centre) 

and the Hereford branch of SHYPP – Supported Housing for Young People Project – in its new guise as 

part of the Citizen Housing Group. 

 

8. We have a good presence on social media including: 

- a Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/StopBrexitHere/.  It consistently gets good comments and I 

want to thank Mark Cunliffe and James Gould, moderators, for all their work on it 

- a Facebook group page (members only): see above 

- a Twitter account: @HerefordshireEU 

- an Instagram account: https://www.instagram.com/herefordshire4eu/?hl=en 

- a blog: https://herefordshire4europe.home.blog/, which is where you can see our Newsletter, sent out by 

Mailchimp about every fortnight to a circulation of 662 subscribers, who also constitute the membership of 

H4EU. 

 

9. We had plans for several activities in 2020 which had to be cancelled because of the coronavirus crisis.  

I  suggested three themes for H4EU this year, the first of which was also undermined as we couldn't 

organise the help group being proposed at St Martin's, South Hereford: 

- mitigation of the effects of Brexit on the rights of EU citizens in the UK and UK citizens in the EU 

- monitoring the government's Brexit negotiations and holding it to account 

- keeping alive the EU flame so there will be enthusiasm to rejoin. 

More on that in the separate paper on the strategy for the next year, which the AGM needs to agree. 
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Richard Jones 

Acting Chair 

17 June 2020 


